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The isolat ion from ergot of the ergotamine  s t r a in  of four alkaloids, ergotamine,  ergotaminine,  ergocryptine,  
and e rgomet r ine  has been repor ted  previous ly  [1]. F rom the mother  l iquors after the isolat ion of e rgomet r ine  we 
have isolated a base with the composit ion C16H20ON 2, mp 208-210 ° C (decomp), [~]~ -197 ° (c 0.75, ethanol), soluble 
in methanol,  spar ingly  soluble in acetone, ethyl acetate,  and water, and also sparingly soluble in chloroform; mp of 
the oxalate 184-186 ° C (decomp). It gave a diacetate C20H2403N2 with mp 168.5-170 ° C (decomp) and a monoaeetate 
C18I-I2202N 2 with mp 222-224 ° C (decomp). IR spect rum (cm-1): ~max 3310, 3260, and 3130 (>NH and OH), 1615 and 
1598 (vibrat ions of an aromat ic  ring). F r o m  its composition, the mel t ing points of the base and of its sal ts  and 
der iva t ives ,  and also its IR and UV spectra ,  the alkaloid was identified as chanoclavine [2]. Its content in the ergots of 
the ergotamine s t ra in  is very  low, not exceeding 0.02%. 
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